Vol. 63, No. 6 
Nov. 21, 


2001 
Wednesday 


Breaking News 


Trustees 


approve 


layoff plan 


The Board of Trustees gave 
NECC President David Hartleb 
power to layoff faculty, with a vote 
of 6 to 3. 

Hartleb, at the Nov. 14 meeting, 
said that NECC will be mandated by 
the state to cut $500,000 from the 
budget and the college will fall 
$150,000 short for the fiscal year. 

“There is no way to cut the bud- 
get without touching staff,” Hartleb 
said. 

NECC has 85 percent of its bud- 
get slated for staffing. 

Acting Gov. Jane Swift outlined 
a “recovery” budget proposal this 
month that attempts to make up an 
estimated $1.35 billion shortfall by 


making cuts that total $710 million, 
of which $39 million is to be cut 
from the educational department. 

College administrators are 
putting together a proposed plan by 
Novy. 27. Reportedly, if layoffs are 
to occur, notification will be in 
early spring so that the cost reduc- 
tion would happen in the next fiscal 
year. Part of the plan to cut the bud- 
get is to make early retirement pro- 
posals. 

The college’s new technology 
building remains secure since fund- 
ing is from a different source within 
the state’s budget. The project is 
expected to continue to promote 
economic growth to the region. 


Blood donations 
increase this year 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


On Nov. 9 NECC held its first 


blood drive since the terrorist attacks 
on our nation. 

“It’s been steadier because the 
attacks are still fresh in people’s 
minds. It’s always important to give 
blood, especially now since nobody 


knows what will happen with our 


country at war,” said Cyndi Trefry, 


an American Red Cross technician 
who assisted with the blood drive. 

According to their Web site, the 
American Red Cross had 7.5 million 
potential donors during the last fiscal 
year (July 1, 2000 through June 30, 
2001) which is a 6.1 percent increase 
from the year before. 

The Red Cross collected more 
than 6.3 million blood donations that 
same year which is a 1.3 percent 
growth from the previous year. The 


See BLOOD DRIVE, page 6 
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Proud to do their part, students revive their energy after donating 
blood at the first blood drive of the semester. 
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Meet student 
Corey Pebler 


The stories behind the 
campus wanderers 


Who are these older 
men who roam 
among the students? 


By LILLA COLLINS 
Contributing Reporter 


| have been a student at NECC 
for three semesters, now; and in the 
last year and a half I have seen a lot 
of new faces. Some of these people 
I am now good friends with. 
Others have graduated and moved 
on, still others I see in front of the 
Spurk Building to this day. 

A few of these people have 
especially intrigued me, though | 
failed to speak with any of them 
until just recently. 

They can be seen, however, 
roaming campus daily. The oppor- 
tunity to converse with them was a 
constant at NECC. Perhaps I chose 
not to speak to these people whom | 
found so curious because I am only 
20 and they all look at least 60. 

I guess I was more scared than 
shy; as I wasn’t sure what we 
would have in common to make for 
subject matter. Of the many stu- 
dents I talk to on campus, most of 
them have noticed these roving, 
older, seemingly unkempt men. 
Many questions come to mind 
when viewing them: Are they 
homeless? Why do they come to 
NECC campus? Do they know 
each other? Are they friendly? Was 
that one smoking a pipe? 

I decided to conduct formal 
interviews with these old men to 
find out what they are all about. 
Perhaps they’d like some recogni- 
tion for things they’ve done. They 
may just be glad to have someone 
to tell a story to. 

For a long while I watched 
these men walk from Dunkin’ 
Donuts and gas station parking lots 
and back to school again; I set out 
to find out why. 

“They come from the old age 
home,” former security guard-and 
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Richard Ellison Whaley speaks of his life accomplishments. 


groundskeeper Thomas P. Goulet 
told me. He has been working on 
campus for three years and has seen 
the old men the whole time. 

The first man | talked to was 
David Natti. I spotted him outside 
of Dunkin’ Donuts and recognized 
him as one of the men | had seen on 
campus. 

He was shorter than me by far, 
and he wore a ski cap and a brown 
hood. His face was almost hidden, 
and his glasses sat on his scruffy 
cheeks. 


He seemed a harmless old 
friendly man, so I offered to buy 
him a coffee. | was glad that he 
obliged to a small medium regular, 
and we sat down to talk. 

He told me a lot about himself, 
some of which surprised me. He is 
a disabled veteran from Vietnam. 
When he was 23 he had a mental 
breakdown in Germany and had to 
leave the service. He said he was 
sent to Danvers State Mental 


See STORIES, page 6 
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Smoking policy 
needs enforcement 


Many people on_ the 
Haverhill and Lawrence cam- 
puses have long been bothered 
by the fact that they must walk 
through a billowing cloud of 
toxins if they want to be edu- 
cated at NECC. 

Though many people 
attending the college have the 
habit of going out and lighting 
up a Marlboro or Newport 
between classes, a vast major- 
ity of the students and faculty 
on campus are offended when 
they must hold their breath 
when leaving the building. 

According to the NECC 
Student Handbook, NECC has 
a Smoke-Free Environmental 
Policy. The policy states that 
“Northern Essex Community 
College is committed to pro- 
viding a smoke-free environ- 
ment for students, employees, 
and visitors. All college build- 
ings in Haverhill and in 
Lawrence, shall be smoke- 
frees: 

NECC has a place set aside 
for smokers though. For those 
people who smoke, there are 
several designated areas that 
have been set aside for them 
to smoke. These areas remain 
often unused while students 
gather on the front steps of the 


Spurk Building to smoke. It is 
these students who are the 
cause of anger, frustration, 
and second-hand lung cancer 
for so many people. 

So what has NECC done to 
curb these smokers from 
sparking one in an undesignat- 
ed area? Well.... nothing. 

While a NO SMOKING 
sign might curb some people 
from smoking, there has been 
no sign hung up. In fact, there 
are three ashtrays set up for 
the convenience of the rule- 
breakers. 

Apparently not only does 
NECC not care about the rules 


being broken or the health of © 


their staff and students, but 
they are also now making it 
easier for the offenders to get 
rid of their butts. 

Why are there ashtrays 
where smoking is technically 
not allowed? This is a prob- 
lem for many students, there- 
fore it is a problem for NECC. 

Security should crack 
down on where people are 
allowed to smoke. The col- 
lege should rid the doorways 
of ashtrays and put up signs 
clearly stating that there is no 
smoking at certain entrances. 
The right to breath freely and 
on campus should be upheld. 
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Do you think designated 
smoking rules should be 
better enforced? 


Sara Beth Kavorkian, liberal arts 
“They should just let us smoke in the 
school.” 


Alana Blackburn, Admissions 

“T didn’t even now there were desig- 
nated areas.. Everyone just congre- 
gates outside the doors and it drives 
me nuts.” 


Debbie Thompson, photography 

“T didn’t even know they had desig- 
nated smoking areas. If I knew 
where they were. | would go there to 
smoke.” 


Aaron Foss photos 


Al Delgado, Security 
“It should definitly be enforced.” 


Phyllis Desharnais, sociology 
teacher 

“It should be strictly enforced. I 
don’t like the smell of smoke.” 


Sandra Flood, Security 

“People are throwing cigarrette butts 
all over the place. When I go out to 
smoke, I go out to the front or back.” 
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Ex-smoker wants 
to clear the air 


I quit smok- 
ing three months 
ago. Before that 
I used to smoke 
on campus. all 
the time. In fact, 
campus was 
where I did most 
of my smoking. 

I used to 
consider myself 
a courteous smoker. I knew my habit 
was not the best to have even though 
it seems to be socially accepted. I 
knew that it was unattractive, smelly 
and disgusting. 

Whenever I used to smoke in pub- 
lic | would ask the people around me 
if they minded. Usually they did not 
because most of them smoked them- 
selves. However, once and a while I 
would get that one person who would 
mind. Instead of being a jerk and 
lighting up anyway, I would move to 
an area where I could smoke and not 
bother people, or I would just not 
smoke. 

I figured that just because I was 
making the choice to smoke, did not 
mean that the people around me had 
share in my habit involuntarily. 

When I walk out the door at the 
college I see people smoking all the 
time. It usually does not bother me 
unless the smoke is blown directly in 
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Smoking at the college 
is designated to certain 
areas. The problem is, 
it’s not enforced. 


my face. However I only speak for 
myself when I say that. Many people 
at this school are bothered by it. 

I am writing this column in 
response to a letter that the paper 
printed in the last edition. A student, 
Jeffery Tibak, complained about the 
smoking on campus. 

When I read this letter it was 
obvious to me that Tibak was upset 
with the fact that whenever he wants 
to leave the building “he has to go 
through a wall of smoke.” 

Concluding his letter he asked, “Is 
there any chance that smoking on 
school property can be banned or des- 
ignated to a spot?’ 

I do not think that banning smok- 
ing on school property would solve 
the problem. Just by looking at the 
high schools in the area I can see that 
the “no smoking rule” is considered to 
be a joke. I went to high school not too 
long ago and I was one of those kids 
who smoked in the bathroom or in the 
parking lot, and I knew that the conse- 
quences were little to none, and that is 
why I did it. 


if 


: iy Ese te pee 
When vou fein the UPS Team and the UPS 


To Learn More, Simply Call Us Today at 
1-877-UPS-HIRE 
or Se Habla Espanol, Liame: 
978-441-3629 
90 Brick Kiln Road * Chelmsford, MA 


ww w.upsjobs.com 


I agree with Tibak, I do not think 
that there should not be any smoking 
on school grounds. However, I see 
how hard the state has tried with the 
high schools, and I do not think that 
banning smoking is an attainable goal. 

The thing that people including 
Tibak do not realize is smoking at the 
college is designated to certain areas. 
The problem is that it is not enforced. 

I think somehow officials at the 
school should enforce the designated 
smoking areas. I believe it is the right 
of people who do not smoke and do 
not like the smell of it to not have to 
“walk through a wall of smoke” to get 
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from one spot on campus to another. 

I do not know what it would take 
for the college to control the smoking 
problem on campus, but it absolutely 
needs some attention. 

I wonder if the people who crowd 
the doors with a butt in hand know 
that the people coming out of could 
have difficulty breathing on the way 
to their next class because they had to 
inhale smoke the whole way. 

I wonder if the people smoking at 
the doors could look a little closer at 
the building to see if they are standing 
under a sign that has a picture of a cig- 
arette with a nasty red circle around it. 
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I want to ask all the people who 
stand in front of the doors smoking to 
think about the next person walking 
out of those doors. I want them to 
realize that person may have an asth- 
ma attack due to all the smoke. 

I am asking people to think about 
the millions of others who have died 
from cancer or other diseases caused 
by smoking. 

Lastly, | want to ask all those 
people who smoke on campus to 
please use only the areas that the 
school has designated. Let those who 
do not smoke breathe freely and 
enjoy the air. 
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limited choices 


Enrolling 
for my final 
semester of 
classes at NECC 
was a moment | 
looked forward 
to, and came to 
dread. Until I sat 
down with only 
four remaining 
courses required 
and no flexibili- 
ty in scheduling them, I had never 
fully acknowledged the effect it 
would have on students when the col- 
lege cut back on class offerings. 

The numerous choices I once 
took for granted have vanished and I 
found that the courses I need to grad- 
uate overlap and are almost impossi- 
ble to schedule. My solution was one 
of compromise and disappointment. 
To make a schedule work, | enrolled 
in a night course, which I have no 
idea how I am going to attend, and 
switched one of my course selections 
to a class I never would have consid- 
ered taking unless placed in this 
impossible situation. 

I could look at this as a glass half- 
full. | could say that being forced to 
change my choices might provide me 
with a different learning experience 
than I normally would choose. 
Sometimes it is good for us to travel 
off our beaten path, to be forced in a 


new direction. However, | can’t help 
but recall what my initial feelings for 
this college were. | have come to 
expect supportive faculty who get to 
know their students, small class sizes 
where all questions are answered, and 
vast choices that made juggling real 
life and college life possible. 

This past semester a change was 
in the air. Classes contained so many 
students that the style of teaching has 
become more impersonal. Students’ 
questions in some classes were not 
fully addressed and for the first time 
since I enrolled here, instructors are 
unaware of their students’ names. 
This semester I often felt like a num- 
ber. 

Recently, the college decided to 
change its mission statement. The 
president said that a mission state- 
ment is a vision of what the college 
hopes to achieve, strives to. work 
towards. That is progressive thinking 
and strategic planning, but the col- 
lege should not cast aside the founda- 
tion of what it was built upon. Many 
students have graduated NECC with 
a sense of appreciation for the small- 
er class sizes and a flexible schedule 
that allowed them a quality education 
that made a difference in their lives. I 
question whether students five years 
from now will feel the same appreci- 
ation. I am saddened that the college, 
for reasons of finance and statistics, is 
moving away from the core values 
that made me choose it in the first 
place. 


Vets deserve respect 
at their own parade 


On Nov. 11, 2001 the United 
States of America paused to recog- 
nize the efforts and sacrifices of all 
persons who have fought in any war, 
Vietnam, World War I, World War II, 
Korean. 

As you might have noticed, your 
town probably held a parade. You 
may have stood at the side of the road 
watching the cool cars, fire engines, 
and floats drive by enjoying the 
sounds of Scotland flow through 
numerous bagpipes. But what did 
you do when a group of elderly men 
walked down the 
middle of the street 
with pins and but- 
tons on their chest? 

For the last 10 
years | have 
watched local veter- 
ans of North 
Andover _ proudly 
walk and = drive 
down the center of 
town and barely get 


an applause, but 
when the Cub 
scouts or high 


school band comes 
near people are 
clapping and shout- 
ing out words of 
encouragement. 
Why? 

Why is it the men and women 
that protected our freedoms and 
rights can hardly get five people to 
clap their hands or say thanks, but a 
little child blows a sour note and he is 


Se 


I’ve watched local 
veterans proudly 
walk down the cen- 
ter of town and 
barely get applause. 


treated like he holds the world in his 
hand. That is just not right. 

I admit, I come from a traditional 
military family. My father, mother, 
grandmother and 
both grandfathers 
have done their 
time for their coun- 
try, and I am disap- 
pointed to say that 
I am unable to do 
so, so I feel strong- 
ly that you should 
show your support 
for your local vets 
for doing the work 
I cannot and others 
do not want to do. 
It’s five minutes a 
year, 30 if they are 
lucky. 

No one is 
expecting you to 
go up to every sin- 
gle person, shake 
his or her hand, and express your 
gratitude, but do not just stand there 
and try to figure out why they should 
have a parade solely to recognize 
their accomplishments. 
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ILL GWE YA 10-1 
ODDS I 
GETS PICKED... 
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Haverhill voter supports Rurak for senate 


To the Editor: 


As a life long resident of 
Haverhill, I want to urge our city to 
support Jim Rurak for [state] senate. 

For the past seven years, Jim has 
put your interests forward in an hon- 
est and sincere manner. Together, he 
has worked hard to revitalize, our 
business base, create jobs for our 
residents, restore and build new 
schools, protect open space, and 
deliver vital services to our older 
citizens and our youth. 

Jim Rurak has tried to manage 
all of our interests in an effective 
way. He follows his father, “Jake” 
Rurak’s splendid years of service as 


the state senator from the 3rd Essex 
District. 

They have worked hard for you, 
whether it was assisting our elderly, 
poviding vital programs for our 
schools or bringing NECC here with 
the help of State Rep. Fran 
Bevilacqua. Jim believes in team- 
work! 

Now, we have an extraordinary 
opportunity to build upon this solid 
foundation, and elect Jim Rurak as 
our next state senator. 


He listens, and takes effective 


action, no matter what the odds are. 
Look at his ability, up against many 
notable hurdles and even hidden 
barriers in the legislature, to protect 


and finally keep Hale Hospital open. 
Haverhill is a city of close to 60,000 
and still growing. We expect and 
certainly deserve to have our own 
health care facility. He found a way 
to keep this facility in our city, over 
and. beyond the petty politics he 
faced. 

We cannot gamble with some- 
one who needs on-the-job training. 
Haverhill and entire region needs 
the proven experience, hard work 
and strong leadership that Jim Rurak 
has and will provide, now more than 
ever. 


Harold Norton, 
Haverhill resident 


Faculty member hopes students 
will evaluate their beliefs 


To the Editor: 


I am writing this in response 
to an Observer article titled, 
“False Patriotism Makes Me 
Mad,” Oct. 3. The author, Mr. 
Aaron Foss, defends the practice 
of stereotyping, and in particular 
his own stereotype of New 
Yorkers as “hard, compassion- 
less and coldhearted.” | His 
premise rests firmly on the belief 
that “each and every stereotype 
stems from some thread of truth: 
otherwise the cliché would never 
have been formed in the first 
place.” 

That’s funny, I thought the objec- 
tive of journalism was to guide read- 
ers to a deeper understanding of 
issues and away from cliches and 
stereotypes. But leaving that aside, if 
we follow the extension of the 
author’s reasoning, we find all 
Hispanics, for instance, are drug 
dealers and on welfare. All Germans 
are Nazis, all Italians are Mafiosi, 
and all Irish are drunks. And of 
course, all of the worlds 1.2 billion 
Moslems are terrorists. 

Mr. Foss also writes the follow- 
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That’s funny, I thought the objective of 
journalism was to guide readers to a 
deeper understanding of issues and away 
from cliches and stereotypes. 


ing: “Call me a pessimist, but I 
believe everyone in the world is self- 
ish and uncaring. Most people would 
spit on you as soon as you give them 
the time of day.” How is this nihilis- 
tic yiewpoint reconciled with the 
hundreds of examples of selfless 
perc in the Twin Towers disaster 
on Sept. 11? People gave up their 
futures, their young lives for com- 
plete strangers, never to see their 
friends and loved ones again in this 
world. Were these not acts that 
approach the divine? 

Like Mr. Foss, I also wish at 


times people were different. I espe- 
cially disdain the superficiality, 
amorality and “meism” of the past 30 
years. And it is my hope—both as a 
faculty member and a fellow human 
being—that students spend their time 
at NECC evaluating their beliefs and 
examining their premises. In doing 
so, they may find the life’s cup is 
indeed half full, instead of perpetual- 
ly half empty. 


Mark Palermo 
NECC faculty, Lawrence 
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America’s fear of flying renewed 


Being at an airport 
on Nov. 12 brings 
terrifving feeling 


A not so common are came 
over me on Monday Now 12, 2001. 
That was a day and feelings | will 
mever forget. As you are aware of 
Monday's events, a plane crashed in 
New York City and shook our cour 
try’s confidence in flying even more. 
I just happened to be in a place where 
everyone wanted to stay away from, 
an airport. | was in Orlando's airport 
trying to get home from my sister's 


wedding in Disney World, Not onty 


was I there, but I knew 52 people fhy- 


ing home on different fights that day, 


About 9 a.m... we arrived at 
Orlando's airport, plenty of time to 
catch our 11:20 fight. The airport 
was like a ghost town. No people 


walking anywhere, and not even any 
lines to stand in. 


I never imagined it to look like that. 


My family and I carried on with the 


Alone in America, 
immigrants work 
hard to send money 
to their families 


There are thousands of immi- 
grants in the United States, and 
many are legal citizens, but many 
are also here illegally. Some people 
think that if immigrants are not cit- 
izens or at least legal residents, 
they should go back to their native 
countries. 

Many immi- 
grants are here 
alone, and they 
have no families 
in this country. 
This time of year 
is the saddest for 
them, because 
their families are 
in their native 
countries. 

Some immi- 
grants even have 
their own kids in 
another country, 
whether it be the 
Dominican 
Republic, 
Mexico or Cuba, 
They have come 
to this country in 
search of the American Dream. 
They work hard to send money to 
their families in their native coun- 
tries, 

“They are here illegally, taking 
away jobs from those who are 
legal,” some people might think, 
“They should just go back to their 
countries, and if they want to be in 
the United States then they should 
do it the right way: get a visa and 
come in legally. 


tL knew airlines 
were hit hard by Sept. 11 events, but 


f the 
States, 


Immigrants come to 
the United States 


because they want 
to have a better life 
for their children, 
and a better life than 
they have had. 
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usual routine: cheek the baggage, get 
boarding passes, and find the right 
gate. That was all fine until we hit 
security. We put our bags on one of 


the xray machines and walked 
through the metal detector, but no 
one there seemed to care what you 
had with you, They just moved you 
right along. 

About 9445, not feeling too good 
about the security of this airport, we 
found seats and decided te rest while 
we waited for our flight to be board- 
ed, Being bored sitting there, | tend- 


But this process can take years, 
and all they want to do is earn 
enough money so that they can go 
back to their countries and open a 
business, 

Immigrants come to the United 
States because they want to have a 
better life for their children, and a 
better life than they have. 

This is why some illegal or 
even legal immigrants give birth to 
their children in the United States, 
so their children will be legal. 

Some people even risk their 
lives to come to the United States. 
Elian Gonzalez’s mother and many 
other people that were on that boat 
lost their lives so that their children 
would have a better life. Many 

immigrants, 

upon arriving in 
United 
change 
their children’s 
ages because the 
younger the 
child, the faster 
they can get a 
visa, 

What exactly 
is the American 
Dream? To many 
people it means 
different things. 
When those peo- 
ple come to this 
country they 
think it is easy, 
that everything 
is going to be 
easy, That is not 
true. There may be an American 
Dream for some people, but they 
have worked hard to achieve it, 
When immigrants come to the 
United States, they should be aware 
that if they want their American 
Dream to come true, they have to 
work very hard at it. 

Once they are here, they should 
not be discriminated against, and 
we should help them if we can, 


ed to observe a lot more than walking 
through the airport. | noticed that 
every television in our terminal had 
been shut off Moments after that 
awkward feeling, an announcement 
sounded, “All those flving to any 
New York City airport, your flights 
have been indefinitely delayed, and 
there is no further information. Ifyou 
choose not to fly today your baggage 
may be claimed down at baggage 
claim, And again there is no further 
information at this moment.” At that 
moment, my stomach dropped, The 


last thing in the world | wanted to do 
Was get on a plane 

I called evervone | Knew on my 
cell phone, trying to find out what 
happened, No one was home. The 
only reassuring Moment was when 
security was called back down to 
where you board the plane, and they 
Were told to go through “everyone's” 
bags, even those children that were 
under 12. I had never seen anything 
like it, We walked onto our American 
Airlines flight and saw all the cap- 
tains and stewardesses erving, At this 


point there was no doubt in my mind, 
something terrible had happened. 

I sat back and cried with every- 
one else on the plane, and stared 
every person an the plane up and 
down, | honestly believe there were 
at least three sky marshals on our 
plane, which made things a little bit 
easier, but it didn’t make the fear 
leave. | made myself go to sleep and 
hoped when I opened my eyes | 
would see Boston’s Logan airport. | 
never thought | would be saying 
but that’s all | wanted. 

We hit the ground of Logan and 
parked in our terminal. While we 
Were getting our luggage, we 
the news. Another American Might 
had gone down in New York City, 
killing over 250 Phat 
explained it all. We were flying 
American, so most likely our crew 
knew the crew from the 
flight. | never in a 
would think L would feel some of the 
impact from all that has happened, 
but being in the airport at that certain 
time, and being on the same airline as 
the plane went down, just gave me a 
wake up call, | didn’t Know what was 
happening that day, nor did I know 
What was happening to me, 


heard 


neonle 
peopic 


crashed 


million years 


Think about it: Campus housing 


There are so 


many great 
aspects to attending NECC. The 
rates are inexpensive, there are 
wonderful instructors, and the 
scenery is quite beautiful. Yet, 
Northern Essex can add something 
that would produce a whole new 
college experience for some of its 
students, 

As a student, I experience some 
major problems because | must live 
off campus, 

Because | am disabled and lim- 
ited in my ability to work, | have 
many financial concerns, This 
causes a great deal of stress when 
having to take care of a car, pay for 


a room and buy food. Because of 


this, | am distracted and it is diffi- 
cult to concentrate on my studies, 
Although many of the students here 
are not disabled, financial issues 
distract them as well. | have heard 
countless students commenting that 
they do not have enough time to 
study because they need to work to 
live. 

I believe that dormitory hous- 
ing would create the appropriate 
atmosphere for learning while 
eliminating major distractions in 
many of the students’ lives, It 


would also make services immedi- 
ately available to those who need 
them and make it easier for every- 
one to be involved with school 
activities, 

What about the time spent 
commuting? Many of the students 
here at Northern Essex not only 
have to get up extremely early to 
arrive on time, but they also have to 
deal with traffic back-ups as they 
get off the highway. For bus com- 
muters, it is even worse, 

How much more involved 
would students be if they lived on 
campus? | believe that if students 
had the option to live at college, 
they would be more apt to partici- 
pate in school activities because it 
would be more like a community, 
A short walk across campus would 
bring you to the gym, choir room or 
library, for example, Many students 
are so busy when then get back to 
their lives outside of school that the 
experience of college itself is for- 
gotten, Having dormitories would 
bring students closer together and 
motivate them to use all the ser 
vices and activities the college has 
to offer. As of now, it takes too 
much time out of daily life for most 
students. 

Tt would be very expensive to 
add dormitories, and they would 


take a long time to complete. But 
because they would eventually be 
paid for by the students, the only 
consideration is how to fund the 
project and get it started. The fact 
that it may take a long time is okay 
too, | would be happy to Know that 
the dormitories were beneficial to 
others, not myself only, It could 
also be very complicated if the 
school decided to consider those 
students who have families or are 
single parents. 

L have seen many colleges with 
apartments to house older college 
students and tamilies. What an 
excellent way to improve the lives 
of the students® children be educat- 
ing their parents, creating good role 
models, 

Let’s do what we can to make 
college a positive experience for 
everyone, NECC has the scenery, It 
has some of the best teachers any- 
one could hope for at a reasonable 
price, There is still one thing left, It 
needs more of the school spirit, 
which comes from a community of 
dedicated students who work 
together and do well in their envi- 
ronment, 

Let’s create an increasingly 
supportive atmosphere at our col- 
lege by making dormitories possi- 
ble, 


Student praises freedom of speech 


To the Editor: 


| would like to give my response 


to the opinion written by Aaron Foss, 


He is writing about how people are 


criticizing the Observer. This article 
calls my attention because | think no 
one should be doing that, 


One of the reasons | said that is 


that the Observer is free and Keeps us 


informed of what is going on in the 


college and all of its activities, 


If NECC didn’t have — the 


Observer, how would we be informed 
ofall the news that happens here? 
One of the paragraphs that calls 
my attention was when Aaron Foss 
said that, “we are entitled to all the 
tree speech and freedom,” That is the 
reality because here in the United 
States that is one of the things I like: 
the freedom. The Observer also gives 
the students opportunities to express 


—————— 


The Observer gives stu- 
dents opportunities to 
express themselves. 


themselves, that is one of the things | 


like the most 


Santa Gabin 
NECC Student 
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The stories of the campus wanderers 


Continued from page | 


Hospital for six months. Luckily, he 
said, his uncle worked in the ward 
and could “watch over” him. He was 
locked up all day long in Danvers, 
and later his uncle died of emphyse- 
ma (Dave still smokes). He has been 
in homes since his breakdown at 23. 
After living in Bedford for 15 years 
he was transferred to Vancroft in 
Worcester. He was glad to leave 


Danvers, he said, because, “They 
gave me shock treatment and every- 
thin’... Treated me like dirt.” He’s 


told me of the headache he’s had for 
the past 30 years: “My head makes 
cracklin’ noises.” 

Dave now lives at Lakeview 
Nursing Rest Home, and has for the 
past three years. He walks around the 
NECC campus to get out of 
Lakeview. He likes to see life. Three 
dollars every three days is all Dave 
gets to live on from the home. That is 
not nearly enough for cigarettes and 
coffee; let alone the GED Dave 
wants to get. He says it costs $75 for 
one, and he wishes he could get a job 
to pay for it. Dave has filled out 
many applications, all with no reply. 
“IT even went shopliftin’ “cause I can’t 
get no job.” 

When I asked him why he does- 
n’t get disabled veteran money from 
the government, he started speaking 
of letters to senators and unfair 
responses. Then he simply stated, 
“Vietnam was a conflict, not a war; 
that’s why we don’t get nothin’.” 

It was days later when I saw 
another old man on campus. I was 
excited to hear stories and learn 
more. | introduced myself to Joseph 
Patrick Duffy. Joe was born on Oct. 
17, 1940. He grew up with his moth- 
er in Lowell Mills Apartments until 
she needed a gallbladder operation. 
Joe then lived with his aunt before 
coming to live at Lakeview seven 


Lilla Collins photo 


Joseph Patrick Duffy, at left, a humble man; David Natti, at right, a storyteller who seeks the campus for a change in scenery. 


years ago. He’s been walking the 
street and on campus the whole seven 
years. His usual spots are in the B- 
Building by the machines or in F- 
Building where he’ll sit in the 
lounge. 

It didn’t take long for me to find 
out his passion in life—golf. I talked 
to Joe for almost a half an hour about 
his best golf games ever. Both of 
these games, he said, were part of the 
Greater Lowell J.C. (Junior Chamber 
of Commerce), a tournament held at 
Crystal Springs Golf Club in 
Haverhill. The first game was in 
1956, and Joe’s score was 51 for the 
first nine, and 50 for the second. In 
1958 his first nine was 53 and his 
second nine was 49. He was the run- 
ner up in 1957; but he was friends 
with the winner of that year’s tourna- 
ment, he said, so he was not bitter. 


Many donate at this year’s 
campus blood drive 


Continued from page | 

total percentage of blood donations 
over the last five years has increased 
steadily and is up 19 percent overall 
from 1995. 

“It is very important for us as a 
community college to look good in 
the eyes of the community by help- 
ing out,” said Cara Forcino, student 
health services office manager. 

“We already had the blood drive 
scheduled before the attacks and we 
had people calling wanting to know 
where they could donate. We were 
asked to encourage people to wait 
because there was such an outpour- 
ing. People can only donate every 
56 days so if they all donated at 
once, we would have to wait quite a 
while for people to donate again. 
This way it is more evenly spread 
out.” 

Forcino added that NECC usual- 
ly holds two blood drives a year, one 
in both the fall and spring semesters. 

Several members of both the 
NECC staff and student bodies sat 
in the Student Center lounge, filling 
out donor sheets and waiting for 
their chance to donate. 

“I have Type O positive blood, 


which _can_go. to. anyone._ When 1 _ 


give they can give my blood to any- 
one and it can benefit more people,” 
said Erica Gooding, graphic arts. 

Accounting major Melissa 
Woodburn stated simply, “I donate 
every three months and it’s my good 
deed to humanity.” 

Though the numbers of dona- 
tions is increasing, an American Red 
Cross pamphlet states that the need 
for blood is unending, but only 
about 5 percent of the population 
donate. To maintain the optimal 
blood supply in the New England 
area, they must collect 1,100 dona- 
tions on a daily basis. 

“Many people are surprised that 
it is so easy to donate. Everyone 
thinks that there are big needles 
involved, but when I tell them that 
it’s over they’re like ‘Wow, that’s 
it’, ” said Jerry Page, the Red Cross 
Team Supervisor. 

“The turnout today has been 
average. It’s great that people gave 
before, but we absolutely need 
blood now.” 

The next American Red Cross 
Blood Drive at Northern Essex is 
currently scheduled for Valentine’s 
Day, Feb. 14, 2002. 


I pulled into NECC on the hunt 
for more old men. It was about three 
o’clock and | was in front of Spurk 
when I saw the most popular (or well 
known) of the men. He is most often 
on campus and is commonly seen. 
This man stands about six-foot-one 
and wears a winter hat and boots. I 
have heard people refer to him as 
“old man number one,” “leather- 
face,” and “old man who looks at the 
ground.” I offered him cigarettes or 
a coffee, but he declined. I told him 
I was writing a story and had spoken 
to some of his friends. When I asked 
if I could talk to him he said, “I don’t 
think so” without making eye con- 
tact. He didn’t want to be in the 
paper. 

So much time had passed since I 
started looking for these old men. I 
decided to go to Lakeview myself 


and see what I could find. 

Two old men on the bench out- 
side had no problem talking to me. 
One of them was Richard Ellison 
Whaley. Rich is 73, and what an 
eventful seventy three years it has 
been for him! As an inventor, doctor, 
student, journalist and a business- 
man, he said, he has been very suc- 
cessful. 

Richard told me he graduated 
from 16 different colleges, including 
Harvard, Bradford, Tufts and even 
NECC just last year. He said he 
invented penicillin and other wonder 
drugs. When he was a journalist he 
wrote for The Washington Post, The 
Arizona Star;-and even The Wall 
Street Journal, he said. “I wrote for a 
lot of stuff.” 

When Rich broke his leg he still 
walked on campus even though he 


never really liked it around here. He 
brought me out back to the porch 
where I sat with many of Lakeview’s 
residents and smoked a cigarette. 
They all were glad to have a visitor 
and asked me to come back over 
soon. 

While I was leaving I saw a sign 
on the front door that said, “Please 
No Matches Given To Residents.” 
This sign did not deter me, however, 
and | think I may go back to visit. 

The elderly can be fun and amus- 
ing. Now that I know there is a sur- 
plus of amusing elderly in the area, 
I’m sure I’ll go back over there. I 
also highly suggest striking up con- 
versations with any of these men you 
may see. It is fun and easy to talk 
with them, and most of them are glad 
to sit and do so. 


NECC names 3 employees for 
recognition awards 


Teacher Alex Boch and staffers 
Kathy Borruso and Matty Scott were 
named recipients of the NECC 
Employee Recognition Awards. 

Boch, of Georgetown, is an 
English-as-Second-Language (ESL) 
teacher in the Division of Continuing 
Education. He was nominated by 
professor Mark Palermo. 

“Alex is and has been a popular 
and beloved teacher at NECC for 
about 20 years,” Palermo wrote, not- 
ing that in addition to teaching at the 
college Boch volunteers as an ESL 
teacher at the Haverhill Senior 
Center. “He is very empathetic and 
communicative (he speaks four lan- 
guages).” 

Borruso, a resident of Haverhill, 
is a systems analyst. She was nomi- 
nated by Assistant Registrar Susan 
Shain. 

“This was my first year doing 
degree audits, finalizing graduates 
and developing reports for the grad- 
uation ceremony,” Shain wrote. “KB 
has been instrumental in providing 
the Registrar’s Office with reports 
and information that we needed 
regarding graduates and reports that 
were needed for the actual com- 
mencement ceremony. This was an 
enormous task and we could not 
have done it without her help. KB 


works for the Computer Services 
department, she is always willing to 
listen to what it is that you need and 
has always beervable to find a way to 
provide the information that is 
requested. She is a hard working 


Be ey 


Alex Boch, Kathy 
Borruso and Matty 
Scott were named 
recipients of the 
NECC Employee 


Recognition Awards 


employee... she is truly an asset to 
the college.” 

Scott, of Haverhill, is a staff 
assistant in the office of the vice 
president of enrollment management 
and student services. Administrative 
assistant Dottie Holmes nominated 
her. 

“Matty is a valuable employee of 
NECC,” Holmes wrote. “She began 
working as a coop/work study stu- 
dent. After graduating, she was hired 
in our office as an electronic com- 
puter operator in 1998. In March 
2000, she was reclassified as a staff 


assistant. This alone speaks to her 
consistently high on-the-job perfor- 
mance. As co-chairperson on the 
Scholarship Awards Committee, 
Matty has worked hard to streamline 
the process. She works closely with 
students answering questions and 
seeing that they complete the neces- 
sary application materials. She has 
improved the entire database to pro- 
vide greater efficiency, for not only 
her needs, but those of the 
Institutional Advancement office as 
well. 

Matty oversees the Presidential 
Scholar Program, managing the 
records for 15 new scholars each fall. 
I am fortunate to work with such an 
outstanding employee.” 

The Employee Recognition 
Award Program was started as a way 
to recognize the many and varied 
contributions of the college’s nearly 
700 employees. 

Nominations for the awards are 
accepted each quarter and an 
Employee of the Month is chosen for 


each month. Each employee selected. 


by the Performance recognition 
Committee will receive a $100 gift 
certificate and reserved parking for 
one month. Their names are also 
inscribed on a plaque in the college’s 
Bentley Library, 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Afghan warlords 


already showing 
factional divisions 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
Less than a week after the 
Taliban were driven from Kabul, 
3,000 Shiite Muslim fighters are 
poised outside, demanding a 
share of power. Major cities are 
now warlords’ fiefdoms, and the 
idea of a broad-based govern- 
ment is being challenged by 
hastily multiplying posters of 
factional leaders. 

While the United Nations is 
trying to organize a power-sha:- 
ing conference, it must move 
quickly or Afghanistan could suf- 
fer the same anarchy and division 
that paved the way for the 
Taliban’s rise in the last decade. 

The sudden collapse of the 
Taliban throughout much of the 
country has left a power vacuum 
which the arrival of the northern 
alliance into Kabul last week 
only partially filled. 

The alliance is a coalition of 
five groups, mostly representing 
ethnic minorities, which were 
driven from power by the Taliban 
in 1996 and which rallied togeth- 
er because of their common 
hatred for the Islamic militia. 


US jets strike against 
Taliban stronghold 
in Kandahar 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) U.S. jets continued air 
attacks Sunday against the 
Taliban stronghold Kandahar, the 
Afghan Islamic Press reported. 

The agency quoted Taliban 
sources as saying anti-Taliban 
Pashtuns also fired on positions 
of the Islamic militia in the 
Kandahar area. A_ Taliban 
spokesman told the agency there 
were fears of a big ground assault 
by the opposition against 
Kandahar. 

The Taliban said that the mili- 
tia wants to pull its troops out 
peacefully from Kandahar to 
avoid massive bloodshed which 
can spark ethnic fighting in the 
country. The United Nations can 
play a role for a safe passage for 
the Taliban, they said. 


Thousands of anti-war 
protesters march in 


London streets 
LONDON (AP) Thousands 


of demonstrators marched 
through central London on 
Sunday, saying the apparent col- 
lapse of the Taliban did not vindi- 
cate the U.S.-led bombing cam- 
paign in Afghanistan. 

Police said 15,000 people 
marched peacefully. The Stop the 
War Coalition, which organized 
the march, said 50,000 had 
turned out. The participants 
included members of anti- 
nuclear, anti-capitalist and 
Muslim groups. 

As the sun set, thousands of 
demonstrators shared dates and 
water to celebrate the end of a 
day of fasting as part of the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan. 


Renaissance person wins $1,000 


Do you know what the tool used 
for inking a metal plate or wood- 
block for printing is called? 

(Answer below.) 

Student Kenneth MacNichol 
knows. That was the question that 
determined the grand prize in “Who 
Wants to be a Renaissance Person” 
held Nov. 5 in the Haverhill campus. 
He received a $1,000 tuition waiver, 
funded by the NECC Alumni 
Association. 

MacNichol beat out 10 other 
candidates in the final round of the 
game, which is loosely based on 
ABC’s “Who Wants to be a 


Millionaire.” The Liberal Arts 
Revitalization Committee sponsored 
the contest, and the final was hosted 
by NECC Renaissance Man Steve 
Sullivan. 

A Business major with an option 
in entrepreneurship, _MacNichol 
hopes to own one or two small busi- 
nesses after graduating. He enjoys 
sports and relaxing, and for his “funny 
or interesting experiences” he recalled 
a trip to Tuckerman’s Ravine on Mt. 
Washington last spring. Just when he 
had reached the top, a piece of ice that 
he was standing on broke away and he 
slid down a water slide for roughly 


700 vertical feet. 

So, what is the tool used for ink- 
ing a metal plate or woodblock for 
printing is called? 

The winning answer was “bray- 
er.” MacNichol used a lifeline to call 
Dr. Susan Grolnic, assistant dean of 
Math, Science, Technology, nad 
Health Professions, to answer the 
question correctly. 

Tying for second place were 
Matt MacLean, a Liberal Arts major 

with a journalism option, and 
Heather Gynan. Heather and Matt 
will split a $150 gift certificate to the 
college bookstore. 


Winter concert to be held Dec. 1 


The NECC Chorus. and 
Performance Ensemble directed by 
Professor Michael Finegold will pre- 
sent its “Winter Concert” on 
Saturday evening, Dec. | at 7:30 PM 
and Sunday afternoon, Dec. 2 at 2:00 
PM in the Conference Center of the 
Harold Bentley Library on the 
Haverhill Campus. 

Pianist Anthony 
accompanies the Chorus. 

Admission is $3 at the door. 

The program includes Broadway, 
pop, rock, patriotic and holiday 
music. 

Choral selections are “A Festive 
Madrigal”; “America, The 
Beautiful”; “Imagine” by John 
Lennon; “River of Dreams” by Billy 
Joel; “The Movie In My Mind” from 
the musical Miss Saigon; “Sleigh 


Mowbray 


Ride” by Leroy Anderson; and “Try 
To Remember” from the musical The 
Fantastiks. 

Yvonne Burke, Brianna Dagle, 
and Kate Richards sing solo parts on 
River of Dreams. Briana Dagle and 
Melissa Hunt sing holiday selections. 

The Performance Ensemble 
selections are “25 to 64” by 
Chicago, “Take On Me” by A-Ha and 
“Pick Up the Pieces” by The Average 
White band. 

Several arrangements are by fea- 
tured singer and student director 
David Herrera. 

The Chorus members are: Craig 
Alward, Jeffrey Balbuena, Briana 
Berthiaume, Yvonne Burke, Laura 
Cannata, Frank Carrobino, Brianna 
Dagle, Laura Fedele, Heather Gynan, 
Melissa Hunt, Sally Lopez, Doug 


Merrill, Kristin McDowell, Jaclyn 


Payne, Kate Richards, Jillian 
Seaman, Catherine Sheehy. 
The Performance Ensemble 


members are: 

Saxophone:Amanda Greenwood, 
Michael Laraby, Joel Lima 

Trumpet: Melissa Hunt 

Electric Piano: Christian Wilcox 

Guitars: Ian Milotte, Edwin 
Silverio 

Bass: Elkin Sabogal 

Percussion / guitar: Ivan Boles 

Drums: Marlon Egolf, Jim Sicard 

Vocals, Valve trombone, 
arranger, student conductor: David 
Herrera. 

Members of the Student Activity 
Music Club coordinate the NECC 
Chorus and Performance Ensemble 
concerts. 


Women’s center holds open house 


The newly established Women’s 
Network drop-in center at NECC’s 
Lawrence campus will hold an open 
house Nov. 19 from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. in the atrium of the John R. 
Dimitry Building, 45 Franklin St., 
Lawrence. 

The drop-in center was estab- 
lished with a $15,000 Carlisle 
Foundation Grant. It will serve as a 
place where women can meet, 
exchange ideas and find support and 
services. The goal of the Lawrence 
Women’s Network is to increase 
opportunities or women who are 
looking to improve the quality of 
life for them and their families. 


The Women’s Network at the 
Lawrence campus will be an all- 
inclusive resource for women who 
wish to pursue their educational and 
career goals through training, coun- 
seling, and academic support. A 
series of workshops will be offered 
on subjects as diverse as self-esteem 
and stress management to study 
skills and women in career transi- 
tion. The Women’s Network will 
also provide opportunities for vol- 
unteer or cooperative work experi- 
ence, a directory of community 
resources, services to assist women 
returning to school and a forum for 
women to meet and share their 


experiences. 

For additional information, as 
well as the date of the next “Women 
Returning to School Informational 
Fair,” call the Career Development 
Center at 978-556-3722. 

The Carlisle Foundation sup- 
ports projects from the six New 
England states that are new, innova- 
tive, creative, and demonstrate 
promise as a model, which might be 
replicated at other sites. Their fund- 
ing priorities include substance 
abuse, domestic and community 
violence, homelessness, economic 
development and other services for 
children, youth and families. 


Top 40 graduates to be honored 


NECC graduates include college 
professors, doctors, legislators, air- 
line pilots, community leaders and 
activists, and even a Pulitzer Prize 
winner. Many of these highly suc- 
cessful people credit the college with 
being a major factor in contributing 
to their success. 

As part of the college’s 40th 
anniversary celebration, 40 distin- 
guished alumni will be selected and 
honored April 26 at a Gala Dinner 
Dance at DiBurro’s in Haverhill. 

If you know a graduate, who has 
achieved considerable success and/or 
recognition through their profession- 
al and/or community involvement, 
speaks highly of NECC, and believes 
that the college contributed to their 
success, consider nominating him or 
her for the distinguished alumni 
awards. 

Nominations should include a 
name and current address for your 
nominee as well as brief description 
of his or her achievements and 
should be sent to Libby Jensen, 
director of alumni and donor rela- 
tions. ext. 3621. 


Each nominee will be contacted 
for additional information. 

In addition to being honored at 
the event, the 40 distinguished alumni 
will be part of an extensive public 
relations campaign. Each of them 
will be featured in an exhibit that will 
be on display in the Library 


Conference Area on the Haverhill 
campus and at a Lawrence campus 
location and press releases announc- 


ing those who are nominated and 
selected will be sent to the local press. 

“Our graduates are truly making 
a difference,” said President David 
Hartleb. “It’s appropriate to honor 
them as part of the 40th anniversary 
celebration, and I encourage faculty 
and staff to nominate former stu- 
dents, family members, and friends 
who they believe fit the criteria and 
reflect well on this college.” 


National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Terrorism challenge 
is most difficult , says 
elder George Bush 


ST. LOUTS (AP) Former 
President George Bush said he 
thinks the war on terrorism that 
his son is fighting is the biggest 
problem any president has con- 
fronted in decades. 

“It’s far bigger than what | 
had to face. It’s far more compli- 
cated,” said Bush, whose 1989- 
1993 term in the White House 
included a war against Iraq. 

Bush spoke briefly last 
Saturday to reporters and then at 
a political fund-raiser. 

Bush said he didn’t want to 
comment about those critical of 
his own decisions regarding Iraq 
and Afghanistan. He said he usu- 
ally stays stay out of Washington 
these days and any response 
might affect what his_ son, 
George W. Bush, is trying to do 
in office. “I’m slow moving 
game, 77 years old,” he joked. 

Bush said the ground war in 
Afghanistan is going far better 
than critics were saying just a 
week ago. 


Laura Bush speaks 
out for oppressed 
Afghan women 


CRAWFORD, Texas (AP) 
Laura Bush took the lead for the 
administration last Saturday in 
the latest public effort to discred- 
it the Taliban, decrying the ruling 
militia’s ‘brutal oppression” of 
women in Afghanistan. 

The campaign is meant to 
make restoring women’s rights a 
priority when a new government 
emerges after the war. 

While Mrs. Bush gave what 
aides said was the first weekly 
presidential radio address deliv- 
ered in full by a first lady, 
Amnesty International said the 
U.S.-aided northern alliance and 
other Afghan opposition groups 
also have committed “heinous 
abuses” against women. 

In her address, Mrs. Bush 
said, “Afghan women know, 
through hard experience, what 
the rest of the world is discover- 
ing: The brutal oppression of 
women is a central goal of the 
terrorists.” 


Spectacular meteor 
storm was worth 
waking up for 

(AP) Even veteran stargazers 
were amazed with the light show 
thousands of tiny meteors gave 
them early Sunday. 

This year’s much-anticipated 
Leonids shower delighted people 
around the world who stayed up 
late or woke up early to see it. 

Even though the display was 
less intense than the 4,000 per 
hour some had predicted, NASA 
astronomer Tony Phillips said it 
was the most spectacular one 
since 1966, and was more of a 
storm than a shower. 
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Program to compare Pearl Harbor, Sept. 11 attacks 


WWII vets to share 
experiences at 
upcoming panel 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


Many Americans have compared 
events of Sept. 11 to the other most 
significant attack on America, the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. 

A panel of World War II veterans 
will gather Dec. 7 at NECC to share 
their perspective on the similarities 
and differences on the two war- 
inducing attacks. 

Haverhill resident Barney 
Gallagher, who served as a photogra- 
pher and journalist in the Pacific, will 
be one of the four World War II vet- 
erans featured on the panel. 
Gallagher, who still works as a 
reporter for The Eagle-Tribune said 
there are some notable comparisons 
between the events. 

“People in this country had simi- 
lar initial reactions to the attacks, one 
of shock and disbelief,” Gallagher 
said. “Both events pushed us into war 
and history was changed in a matter 
of moments.” 

Though the attacks have many 
similarities, the differences between 
the two are that of location and of the 
volume of people involved. 


= a orle aene 


I think it will be a 
moment in history, 
but won't be as 
major as_ Pearl 
Harbor. 


—Barney 
Gallagher 


“The most significant difference 
between the two attacks is that on 
Sept. 11, we as a country had been 
penetrated, while in WWII no attack 
took place on our home soil,” 
Gallagher said. “There is also a big 
difference in warfare because what 
we are fighting now is not a ground 
war. Now it is a matter of chasing 
individuals down.” 

The discussion, that will include 
the perspectives of all four panelists, 
is being held on the 60th anniversary 
of the attack on Pearl Harbor, a day 
the country still pauses to reflect on. 
Gallagher questions whether Sept. 11 
will hold a similar place in history 
sixty years from now. 

“I think it will be a moment in 
history, but won’t be as major as 
Pearl Harbor,” Gallagher said. “That 


A total biological experience 


New biology course 
connects mind, body 
and spirit 


By CATHLEEN GABLE 


Contributing Reporter / 


| 

In an effort to examine the con- 
nection between scientific thought, 
nature and spirituality, a new course 
will be offered to NECC students 
next spring. 

The Total Biological Experience 
- The Integration of Body, Mind, and 
Spirit is designed as a three-credit 
natural science elective for students 
who desire an increased awareness of 
biology, the study of life. 

“The main objective of the 
course will be an attempt to under- 
stand how the common thread of life, 
from DNA to pure energy - spirit - is 
woven through all organisms on this 
planet,” said course instructor 
Professor Karen Garbaczewski, chair 
of the natural sciences department. 

The Total Biological Experience 
will have students study biology in a 
non-traditional genre that considers 
human life a composite of the physi- 
cal body, the mind and the spirit. 


According to the syllabus, the course 
will investigate the connection of 
these three aspects of man in relation 
to all forms of life. 
| Garbaczewski said, “This learn- 
/ ing group will experience the flow of 


| positive energy that is ever-present in 
' the universe that is often buried by 


the stress and illusions of society. 
This course will attempt to facilitate 
a sense of connectedness between all 
living things.” 

The course will be taught 
through traditional lecture and open 
discussion of selected readings from 
philosophers, biologists, psycholo- 
gists, medical researchers, literary 
authors, and naturalists. Aristotle, 
Charles Darwin, Henry: Beston, 
Deepak Chopra and Oscar Wilde are 
among the many diverse authors list- 
ed in the syllabus. 

A quote from Henry Beston’s 
Outermost House, the diary of his 
year of solitude living in a dune 
shack on Cape Cod, is cited in the 
syllabus. 

It says, “Nature is a part of our 
humanity, and without some aware- 
ness and experience of that divine 
mystery man ceases to be man.” This 
new course intends to awaken that 
connection and to heighten that 
awareness essential to living in har- 
mony with all living things. 


It pays to advertise in the 
NECC Observer 


Observer publication schedule: 
Dec. 5 
Dec. 14 


Ad deadline: 


Friday before publication 


Call Advertising Manager Danny Goodwin at: (978) 556-3634 


photos courtesy Barney Gallagher 


Barney Gallagher, left,armed with camera and a gun in Okinawa,1946. Gallagher today offers a unique 
perspective on the differences between Sept.11 and the attack on Pearl Harbor. 


attack really pushed us into a world 
wide war while the terrorist attacks 
caused a war that only the United 
States is principally involved. Other 
countries are offering support but are 
not the focus.” 

The Liberal Arts Revitalization 
Committee is sponsoring the discus- 


Designing the 


Globe 


sion that will also include Pearl 
Harbor veteran Gerald Clohecy, Al 
Ferrah, who was a prisoner of war in 
Germany, and Bruce Wright who was 
a mail censor stationed in 
Newfoundland. 

Each panelist will speak for a 
short time on their own personal 


Lucy Bartholomay 
Director of Design, Photography, 
and Newsroom Technology at 


The Boston Globe 


Haverhill Campus 


will give a slide talk, Wednesday, 
December §, 2003, at 7:90 pm, 
Lecture Mall A, Spurk Building, 
Northern Basex Community Cellege, 


“There was no such thing 
as visual journalists when 

I graduated from college 
and now all major news- 
papers are teeming with 
art directors, editorial and 
graphic designers. I have 
hired many of these people. 
To understand what I look 
fer one needs to understand 
the world I inhabit.” 


experiences during the war and share 
their thoughts comparing and con- 
trasting the two attacks. 

The discussion will begin at 1 
p-m. at the Bentley Library 
Conference Center and will include 
time for audience questions. 
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NECC Observer 


By NORMA VITALE 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s an underground | gallery. 
Room after room filled with graffiti 
and wall-to-wall murals. Battery 
Seaman 104 at Ordione Park in New 
Hampshire has been abandoned for 
over 50 years, but it is still being 
used today. However, these days 
instead of being used for war, it is 
home to some of the most creative 
and horrifying graffiti art ever seen. 

Many of the bunkers around the 
New Hampshire area were built in 
1942, surrounding the shorelines of 
New Castle, Portsmouth, Rye and 
Kittery, Maine. Now they are noth- 
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Norma Vitale photos 


Graffiti displays terrifying, yet creative art work. 


Horror gallery 


ing more than a decaying skeleton, a 
ghost of a past war. They are unused 
and many are left open for people 
like myself who love to explore. 
There is one bunker which 
authorities tried to close, but people 


“always seem to find a way into 


Battery Seaman 104. It is the most 
explored bunker and is constantly 
being broken into. 

Battery Seaman 104 was where 
many of the war ammunition was 
created. I came across Battery 
Seaman 104 three years ago while 
walking at Ordione. I had mistaken 
it as a hill and then realized it was a 
bunker. 

Locating an opening in the bar 


Pee 
Norma Vitale photos 


Entrance to Battery Seamon 104, an underground bunker at 
Ordione.. A mural of images, at right, adorn the walls featuring 
human size demons and a mouth of razor sharp teeth.. 


gate, I ventured inside the dark hall- 
way with only a candle I had found 
on the ground to light my way. 
Spray-painted names and _ insults 
completely covered the walls of the 
hallway. I found metal doors which 
led to rooms. The walls were cov- 
ered with murals of demons, decapi- 
tated victims and strange symbols. 
There is a small passageway that 
leads downstairs to a large room 
which was once the gunpowder 
room. ~There, exists a large mural 
with human-sized demons next to a 
large mouth with razor sharp teeth 
painted around a door leading into a 
small cubby sized room. I was fasci- 
nated by this bunker and considered 


it to by my “home away from home.” 
At times I would just go there to sit in 
the dark and watch people come in 
and explore or do graffiti of their 
own. 

It is my artistic inspiration and | 
have gone photographing there sev- 
eral times. I have a great respect for 
this bunker, but unfortunately, there 
are those who don’t. 

Over the years people have van- 
dalized the murals countless times. 
The place is trashed with beer cans 
and bottles. There is also a lot of hate 
graffiti such as racial slurs and hatred 
for the police. 

Battery Seaman 104 might sound 
like a fun place to explore, but it can 


also be dangerous. You might never 
know if there is someone in there, 
hiding and waiting to scare you. 
Rumors from locals, joggers and 
authorities have oven talked about 
the KKK and Satanists frequenting 
that area years ago. However, these 
are just rumors. 

If you are ever taking a walk in 
Ordione and come across_ the 
bunkers, be sure to explore with cau- 
tion. Bring some friends to be safe 
and a camera - you might want to 
take some pictures. 
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from left: Ryan Reynolds (Ross), Charlotte Gulezian (Lady Macduff), and Derek “Skippy” Strykowski John Sefel plays the amusing and intoxicated Porter. Anon! 
(Macduff 's Son) moments before the brutal slaying of the Macduff family. 


Macbeth 
takes 


center 
stage 


Bill Allman photos 


Paul Melendy (Malcolm), left, and Aaron Foss (Old Casey Cowan-Burns (Fleance), left, plays the son of the 


Siward) make plans to invade Dunsinane castle. ill-fated Greg White (Banquo) . 


Director Jim Murphy (left) discusses the next steps of the Mike Shine (Macduff),left, does battle with Matt Carr 
fight choreography with fight coordinator Rich (Macbeth) in the play’s climatic finale. 


Hedderman. 
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NECC% Top Notch 
Players sell out 
Shakespeare show 


BY SARA BETH KAVORKIAN 
Contributing Reporter 


Filing into the Top Notch Theatre 
vere many people eager to see the 
lop Notch Players rendition of 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth, as directed 
xy Jim Murphy. 

Macbeth has been sold out every 
1ight consecutively since their open- 
ng night Nov. 9. This made me quite 
‘ager to see the production. I even 
wrived 45 minutes early and there 
vere still people in front of me wait- 
ng to be allowed entrance to the the- 
iter. 

The story follows the well- 
cnown Shakespearean play, through 
he rise and fall of Macbeth, his lady 
ind his country. 

‘The play opens upon a trio of sin- 
ster witches accented with flickers 
yf lightning and crashes of thunder. 
[he witches played by Gina Kattar, 
3riana Berthiaume and _ Laura 
‘edele, referred throughout the play 
is the “weird sisters” lurk and con- 
sume the stage like dark temptations 
‘onsuming one’s mind. 

Their portrayal of the three 
vitches was accurate in that they 
nade the audience see them not only 
is tremendously powerful and 
vicked, yet also that they harbor an 
1ir about them that keeps them from 
he grasp of human comprehension. 
Although the first appearance of the 
‘weird sisters” is brief their, charac- 
ers are well established by the exe- 
sution of their actions. 

As the play continues we are 
brought to the camp where the 
Scottish King Duncan is informed 
that a couple of his generals, 
Macbeth (played by Matthew Carr) 
and Banquo (Greg White) have 
defeated two invading armies. 

In this scene the audience meets 
Dunean, the king of Scotland, (Craig 
Ciampa) his two sons, Malcolm 
(Paul Melendy) and Donalbain 
(Michael Crivaro) as well as Ross 
(Ryan Reynolds), Lennox (Jim 
Britigan) and Angus (J. Mark 
Morrison). 

All the actors have attained the 
soft-spoken, yet fierce acting style 
that is reminiscent of Shakespearean 
characters. There is also a brief, but 
intense performance by a battle 
wounded sergeant played by Owen 
Provencher. 

Meanwhile Banquo and Macbeth 
encounter the trio of witches and 
receive their prophecies. Macbeth 
being told that he will be made Thane 
of Cawdor and eventually King of 
Scotland, Banquo on the other hand 
will beget a line of Scottish Kings, 
but he himself will never be king. 

After delivering this news the 
witches vanish, leaving the two gen- 
erals skeptical. From this point on it 
is clear that a seed of evil is planted 
in Macbeth. 

Macbeth’s sanity deteriorates 
with each breath and after involving 
his wife, Lady Macbeth (Amanda 
Mandigo), she loses her grasp on 
“reality as well. Yet Lady Macbeth at 
first harbored none of her husband’s 
uncertainty in the deeds that must be 
done to ensure his rise to power. 

She manipulated him into rashly 
and quickly doing away with King 
‘Duncan that very night. And this is 
the beginning of the end of 
Shakepeare’s shortest and bloodiest 
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tragedy. Where a once brave Scottish 
general becomes consumed with 
thoughts of grandeur and his once 
genteel wife becomes tainted by illu- 
sions of power. 

Upon becoming king, Macbeth 
becomes a tyrannical ruler who com- 
mits murder after murder to shield 
himself from enmity and calm his 
suspicion. The regal couple of 
Macbeth and his Lady follow a path 
from innocence to arrogance to mad- 
ness to death. Both characters are 
played with such an in depth under- 
standing by their actors that the audi- 
ence was scared to blink, thinking 
that they might miss a piece of the 
puzzle. 

Carr having created a perfect 
reflection of a man brought to the 
brink of insanity and isolation, spoke 
in a voice tinged with irony and a 
step full of suspicion. 

Mandigo on the other hand, flaw- 
lessly acted as a woman stuck on her 
own power and consequence, mak- 
ing her beauty synonymous with poi- 
son. 

The Top Notch Players deliver a 
performance worthy of such an 
archetypal play. They have managed 
to lure the audience into the lives of 
the characters and honestly and 
effectively make the audience care 
about their fate. 

Characters such as the Porter, 
played by John Sefel and Lady 
Macduff played by Charlotte 
Gulezian were only on stage for a 
brief time, but their performances 
were genuine, powerful and direct 
allowing the audience to understand 
them and grow attached, showing 
that the brevity of their performances 
does not hold limitations on them. 

Also grabbing hold of the audi- 
ence was Hecate (Jaclyn Payne) a 
goddess of evil-doing. With her 
voice doused in malevolence and her 
movements precise and graceful it is 
no surprise that Macbeth was 
doomed by her coven. Payne illumi- 
nated the wickedness of her character 
the moment she stepped on stage and 
drew in the audience. 

Greg White, who played Banquo, 
captured his character’s personality 
to the tee. Imitating not only the 
smile-drenched, good natured man, 
but also the stone faced bloodied 
ghost who haunts Macbeth, White is 
a versatile actor who greatly con- 
tributed to the production. 

Beyond the artistic talent that the 
Top Notch Players emanated 
throughout the play there were also 
amazingly choreographed fight 
scenes that are usually passed up in 
local plays. 

Between the experience and 
expertise of Richard Hedderman, the 
fight director, and Allen Homan, the 
fight captain, who also played young 
Siward, it seemed as though the 
swords, daggers and other imple- 
ments of destruction were really 
being used to inflict damage on the 
opposition. The fight scenes were 
amazingly realistic. 

Also adding to the overall satis- 
faction of such an ambitious play 
were the costumes, supporting audio 
and set design which, can be accred- 
ited (but not limited) to Susan E. 
Sanders, Bill Allman (who also 
played the Old Man), Erin Fritz, 
Cheri Thunstrom, Amanda Lagasse 
and Doug Merrill, as well as many 
others. 

Fortunately after the play I had 
the luxury of speaking with some of 
the crew and cast and found out that 
not only did I enjoy Macbeth, but so 
did they. 

Berthiaume said she is “very 
happy to have been given the oppor- 


tunity to do a Shakespearean play. 
Jim Murphy and Susan Sanders do 
some great work.” She also said she 
was “quite pleased by the audience’s 
response to the show.” 

Melendy said the expericnce was 
amazing. “Precious moments! Great 
friends! I’d do it all over again in a 
second,” he said. 

Bryan Burns-Fedele, one of the 
eerily natural murderers, said he 
wouldn’t trade the experience for 
anything in the world. 

“I’m so tired, so worn out. It 
feels so good. It’s been fantastic: the 
cast is wonderful and Jim Murphy is 
a superb director,” he said. 

As for our friend the drunken porter 
(John Sefel), well let’s just say when 
praised about his absurdly funny per- 
formance he replied, “It helps to have 
the only phallus joke in the show.” 

The talent showcased in this play 
is remarkable, and many others 
agreed. Nathan Piechocki who was 
filmed and then projected as one of 
the many apparitions in the play, 
said, “the stunning special effects left 
me on the edge of my seat,” while 
NECC student Amanda Miller was 
more consumed by the raw talent. 

“T thought all the actors did a 
great job,” she said. “The effort and 
energy they put into this play was 
quite noticeable.” 

Chuck Lyle also gave the play a 
rave review. “A fiendishly enthralling 
thriller, this season’s ‘must see.” 

The Top Notch Theatre’s next 
performance will be Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.” It 
opens Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. All of the pro- 
ceeds from this play will benefit the 
stage in the new building. 


acbeth performance captivates audience 


Bill Allman photo 


Matt Carr (Macbeth) and Amanda Mandigo (Lady Macbeth) por- 
trayed innocence, arrogance, madness, and death. 


if 
wre putea movies cam 


erROMert CaNTIORERac> 
vanaoe boas : 
FRU | eltonere teen sine ercnen paren ‘Touchstone 


Pictures 


- 
ah, 
Tens te: on a 4 ‘ ee 
he in le 


< 


21 AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE 


KEN BE, SETAE TREC 
ee HA DTN OUT OF 


J, 


Ss 


Page 12 NECC Observer Nov. 21, 2001 


Arts & Entertainment 


off the mark by Mark Parisi. «=: Off the mark by Mark Parisi 


THERE RE BONES 


MANY GO IN... 
FEW Come out! 


BY MISS ANNA 


Aries: (March 21-April 20) 

Use all of the resources avail- 
able to you. A family argument 
may take some extra attention to 
straighten out, with no serious 
fallouts. You may need to make 
some choices - between spending 
more quality time with family and 
friends, or advancing at work. 

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) 

There seems to be some 
apparent conflict, but it is of a 
healthy variety, and may yield 
some unexpected benefits in the 
form of totally new approaches to 
routine situations. Don’t make 
hasty decisions regarding finan- 
cial matters until you know the 
whole story. 

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) 

You and your significant other 
may make a wonderful connec- 
tion and the sense that you are 
growing closer will bring both of 
you joy. Success will be yours, 
even if it is of a low-key nature. 
You know you’ve made great 
strides, and soon the right people 
will notice. 

Cancer: (June 22 - July 23) 

Try to take it easy this week. 
You have been going at a frantic 
pace, and it will start to catch up 
with you. Decisions made hastily 
may be flawed, so put off action 
until you have all the facts. Treat 
yourself to something special, 
and maybe something a little friv- 
olous. 

Leo: (July 24- Aug. 23) 

You will get ahead by working 
hard. Nothing less than your rep- 
utation is at stake, but no need to 
worry since your work is usually 
above reproach. Expect a little bit 
of a delay, because soon you'll be 
riding on the crest of success. The 
spotlight is yours, you deserve it. 

Virgo: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) 

Prosperity is an issue, so 
instead of whining, take action. 
Work a little harder and you’ll be 
surprised at the financial results. 
A surge of inspiration will enable 
you to get through any potentially 
rough situations - clear all 
avenues of communication. 

Libra: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 


BULANTIC FEATURE SYM. GGCS MAR 


Use your clout to get some 
new and different changes off the 
ground at work. Friends and co- 
workers can really come in handy 
now. You’re working for no less 
than the greater good of all 
involved - remember this. Don’t 
be taken in by careless flirting 
with someone new. 

Scorpio: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

Keeping your nose to the 
grindstone is admirable to a point, 
but you might make a better 
impression with superiors if your 
approach is more balanced. Learn 
to give some responsibilities to 
others if you are interested in a 
management position. 

Sagittarius: (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) 

You tend to keep your emo- 
tional distress to yourself, and 
this might not be for the best. 
Allow someone close to penetrate 
your defenses. Your beauty comes 
from within, and creates a glow 
that is obvious to others around 
you. Make plans carefully to 
assure a positive outcome. 

Capricorn: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 
20) 

A little contemplation will get 
your week off on a calm and clear 
path. You are pleased with the 
results up until now, but do want 
to improve your work. Allow 
troublesome obstacles to dissolve 
themself. You can’t hasten this 
process by hovering and worrying 
needlessly. 

Aquarius: (Jan, 21 - Feb. 19) 

Is your current relationship a 
little unbalanced? If so, playing 
the role too faithfully can bring 
resentment and boredom. Maybe 
a planned weekend pleasure trip 
is just what the doctor ordered. 
One or both of you may need to 
learn something, new. Make peace 
with inevitable changes. 

Pisces: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 

When working on your finan- 
cial plan for the future, avoid 
putting all. your eggs in one bas- 
ket. Anything which looks defi- 
nite may not be beneficial in the 
end. Diversify investments and 
don’t expect to get rich overnight. 
Any health problems are probably 
from neglect. 


| TUL BIG FREAK OUT IN APUPPY’S LIFE 
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“IE RUNNING OF THE BULLS” 
PRE-GAME FESTIVITIES 


By DaAvip LEVINSON WILK Answers, Page 13 
Across 

1. Calculating per- 
son, for short 

4. LAX and JFK 
overseer 

7. Dancer Nureyev 
13. Yang's partner 
14. Latvia capital 

16. One who escapes 
to Las Vegas? 

17. Actress Ryan 


| 


18. One who's 
swooned over 34 
19. difference ed Sa | 


(didn't affect the out- 
come) 
20. Third place at 
The Games 
22. Vigor 
24. Edge 
25% con pollo 
26. It's where you'll 
get a small impulse 
PAIRS) veto Wa 
28. X-ray vision 
blocker 
29. Torah storers 
30. "Shaddup!" 
31. Oscar night trans- 
port 
32. "Because I 

yn 


——— copyright, 2001, David Levinson Wilk 
33. Photographer pyrigh ; 
who married Georgia 


61. Potpie morsel 27. Hardware store supply 


O'Keefe 62. Earl Grey, for one 29. Verdi heroine 

38. Nabokov's nymphet 30. Zoo feature 

39. Kind of wolf Down 31. Dallas Cowboy defensive 
40. Apprentice's study 1. Part of a drum set tackle Leon 

41. Boor 2. Canada's Trudeau 32. Ordered to go 

42. Initials in food certification 3. Kind of wool 33. Island in San Francisco Bay 
46. Stuck in 4. Curl, like hair 34. "Goodfellas" actress Bracco 
47. Does yardwork 5. Karl Rove, e.g. 35. Showy person 

48. "Go!" in Marseille 6. In the past 36. Schism 

49. Paddle 7. Supply. with new personnel 37. Markers 

50. Israel's Netanyahu, infor- 8. Bator 41. High arc from Seles 
mally 9. Rumsfeld's office: Abbr. 42. Nth deg. 

51. The Hun 10. Modus 43. Most cagey 

52. Slow up, in music 11. Bolshevik 44. Take out 

54. Norse god of thunder, 12. Course taken by 25-, 33-, 45. Funnel-shaped flower 

56. Slim swimmer 48-Across and 15- and 33- 47. King with a golden touch 
57. Low red blood cell condi- Down 48. Open-air rooms 

tion 15. "There Are No Children 50. Camembert kin 

58. New Mexico native Here" author 51. Outstanding 

59. Letters before Jeanne or 21. "Yes" signal 53. Latin 101 word 

Therese 23: Angeles 55." , two, three, four!" 


60. Goose eggs, so to speak 26. Second Amendment subject 
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‘Console wars 


| New video game 
| systems enter the 
market this year 


By BYRON MCNEAL 
Contributing Reporter 


This November will mark 
_-another chapter in the epic 
| feud of video game entertain- 
| ment consoles. Since last 
year, a lot has changed in the 
gaming world. For one, long- 
time contender Sega has dis- 
continued its quasi-popular 
Dreamcast and is sticking to 
software. 

Microsoft, making its 
maiden voyage into the wild 
world of video games, will 
release its long-awaited Xbox 
system. Another longtime 
competitor, Nintendo, has the 
equally anticipated Gamecube 
as its latest venture. 

Now, there are probably a 
lot of readers who don’t know 
either system from a hole in 
the wall, but just the same 
want to know so that they can 
get a leg up on the Christmas 
rush. 

Well, it all depends on a 
lot of variables, like size. 
Xbox is roughly the size of the 
original Sony Playstation, 
while Gamecube is 3 1/18 
inches in diameter, which 
makes for easy storage when 
Mom starts getting on your 
case about leaving it out. 

If you’re a big DVD buff, 
then Xbox would be the way 
to go, although additional 
equipment is required. 
Gamecube has no known 
DVD capabilities at the 
moment, but it’s said that 


Panasonic is working on a 
GC/DVD. hybrid system in 
Japan. 

Another issue concerning 
gamers is the number of titles 
released with the systems. 
Xbox is expected to release 23 
titles, among those Tony 
Hawk Pro Skater 2x, an 
upgrade of the original smash 
hit for Playstation 1 and 
Nintendo 64. 

While Gamecube has only 
11 titles set for its release, one 
of the games from this limited 
selection that should receive a 
warm reception is Super 
Smash Bros. Melee, the 
sequel to the Nintendo 64 
original. 

The number one question 
on every red-blooded 
American vidiot’s head is, 
“How much will I have to 
shell out?” Well, being the 
capitalistically obstinate man 
that Bill Gates is, the starting 
price of Xbox is $300 and 
with the DVD components 
you’ll be paying an extra 
$30.00. However, with Xbox 
it is possible to reserve a sys- 
tem in advance. 

Nintendo, on the other 
hand, has decided to spare the 
stores that will be selling the 
Gamecube all the annoyance 
of paper work by selling them 
on a first come, first serve 
basis. But at least, you’ll only 
be paying $200 for it. 

The launch dates for both 
systems are very close. Xbox 
which was originally set for 
Noy. 2, was pushed back to 
Nov. 15 and three days later 
Gamecube will hit the scene 
Nov. 18. 

Good hunting my fellow 
vidiots and remember, “Let 
the buyer beware.” 
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King of Pop strikes again with ‘Invincible’ 


Michael Jacksons 
latest CD is a hit 


By DEBRA 


TSANTARLIOTIS 
Contributing Reporter 


It has been a long six years 
since the King of Pop has 
released a CD of all new mate- 
rial. On Oct. 30 Michael 
Jackson released “Invincible.” 
' Many skeptics believed this 
CD would flop and Jackson 
could not recapture the excite- 
ment he had over his past suc- 
cesses with “Thriller,” “Bad” 
and “Dangerous.” 

Unfortunately Jackson’s 
extraordinary career has been 
overshadowed by rumors con- 
cerning his personal life. 
Jackson has been accused of 
purposely lightening his skin, 
sleeping in an oxygen cham- 
ber, taking hormones to main- 
tain his high voice, and there 
was also a rumor circulating 
once that Jackson tried to buy 
the Elephant Man’s bones. 
The most scandalous ordeal of 
Jackson’s life was the charges 
of sexual molestation brought 
against him in 1993. The case 
was settled out of court, but 
due to these viscous accusa- 
tions Jackson has become a 
joke to most Americans and 
often dismissed as a freak. 


After its first week of 
release “Invincible” debuted 
at number one in every coun- 
try; knocking off his competi- 
tors DMX, Backstreet Boys 
and Enrique Iglesias. 

“{nvincible” starts off with 
energy packed dance songs. The 
first three tracks, “Unbreakable,” 
“Heartbreaker,” and the title 
track, “Invincible,” with their 
pulsating beats and ear catching 
lyrics are bound to make you 
dance. 

Jackson tries to silence his 
critics in “Unbreakable” when 
he says “and when you bury 
me underneath all your pain 
I’m steady laughin’ while sur- 
facing.” In the song “Privacy” 
he attacks the paparazzi with 
lyrics like: “ain’t the pictures 
enough, why do you go 
through so much... so you can 
bury me.” 

Jackson also shows his 
softer side in the songs 
“Heaven Can Wait,” 
“Speechless,” and “You are 
My Life.” Lastly he graces us 
with his trade mark “Heal the 
World” type songs in “Cry” 
where he sings in the chorus 
“you can change the world (I 
can’t do it by myself)” and in 
the song “The Lost Children.” 

“Invincible” has 16 tracks 
and each one will pull you in 
and let you forget all your 
problems for an _ hour. 
“Invincible” is one of those 
CDs you put in your stereo 
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urtesy of Bias Records 


Michael Jackson should not be dismissed as a freak. 


system and listen to all the 
way through without skipping 
over any tracks. Every song 
offers something different and 
makes you pay attention. With 
the help of song writer/pro- 
ducers Rodney Jerkins, Tedy 
Riley and musicians Carlos 
Santana and the late Notorious 
B.I.G, Jackson has put out 
some of his best work to date. 

On Sept. 7 and 10 
Jackson held the star studded 
30th Anniversary Tribute con- 
certs to celebrate his 30 years 
as an entertainer. Superstars 
‘Nsync, Usher, Whitney 
Houston and Destiny’s Child 
were just a few of the artists 
who came to show their sup- 


port for the King of Pop. 
Jackson reunited with his 
brothers to perform a medley 
of Jackson 5 hits. The high- 
light of both nights was when 
Jackson took the stage and 
performed his multi-platinum 
hits: “Billie Jean,” “The Way 
You Make Me Feel,” and 
“Beat It” as well as his latest 
single “You Rock My World.” 

The often-reclusive 
Jackson is trying to get back 
into the spot light that once 
shined so brightly on him. 

Jackson is coming back 
with a vengeance and is ready 
to prove to the world he is 
Invincible. 
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The first in a series, 
the Harry Potter 
movie delights fans 


By JERALYN MASON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


It was a few 
minutes after 
midnight Nov. 
16 and a hush 
fell over the 
rowdy crowd as 
the screen dark- 
ened. When it 
lit up with a 
shot of a sign 
bearing the title 
“Privet Drive,” 
everyone cheered, but quickly settled 
down again to take it all in. 

Privet Drive was a place many in 
the audience (including myself) had 
visited many times in our imagina- 
tions and now we were finally going 
to see it — see all of Harry Potter’s 
world and experience it in an incred- 
ible new way. 

I have been a Harry Potter fan 
since early 2000. While getting my 
car fixed one day, | saw a news spe- 
cial on schools in the South that 
wanted to ban the Harry Potter 
books, saying hat they promoted 
anti-Christian ideas. 

I was mildly intrigued and when 
I went home and noticed “Harry 
Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban” 
in the living room (bought by my 
mother for my little brother), | decid- 
ed to see what all the fuss was about. 

I was immediately hooked. | 
bought the other two books and read 
them all over and over. 

When “Harry Potter and the 
Goblet of Fire” came out, | managed 
to get it the night before and I 
devoured more than half of it by 
morning. 

I own the supplementary books: 
“Fantastic Beasts and Where To Find 
Them” and “Quidditch Through The 
Ages” as well as countless pieces of 
Harry Potter merchandise. It’s not 
just being entranced with some silly 
children’s book — for me, it’s so 
much more. 


Actor/musician 
proves his talent is 
not limited to one 


area 


By DAvip PELLERIN 
Contributing Reporter 


Actor and musician Jack Black is 
finally getting credit both for his 
movies and his music, but he will 
never choose between the two. The 
32-year-old performer’s new movie 
“Shallow Hal” has reached number 
two at the box office. Black’s band, 
Tenacious D, has also released its 
first self-titled CD from Epic records. 

It seems as though there is noth- 
ing the charismatic Black cannot do. 
In a recent interview with 
Entertainment Weekly, Black was 
asked which he prefers, movies or 
music. 

“You’re asking me to choose 
between two children, the one that 
pays more and the one that I secretly 


I think the characters in the Harry 
Potter books ring so true. What kid 
hasn’t wished for some magic, 
wished for something extraordinary 
to save them when things were bad? 

I don’t think those feeling go 
away when you get older. Everyone 
has a little bit of Harry tucked away 
in them somewhere. 

Being so obsessed with all things 
Potter, | was excited and nervous 
when I heard about the plan for the 
movie last summer. 

I wondered how they would cap- 
ture everything I loved and how true 
the movie would feel. I didn’t want 
to be cheated and I am happy to say 
that the movie was incredible. 

Chris Columbus does an amazing 
job with the actors, especially the 
main three (Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert 
Grint and Emma Watson) who are all 
young children. The special effects 
are nothing short of breathtaking. 

Although it is someone else’s 
interpretation of the story, I have 
read countless interviews where 
Columbus mentions that he consult- 
ed J.K. Rowling (the author) on 
everything. 

Finally we’re able to see Fluffy, 
Norbert, a Quiddtich game and even 
He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named_ right 
there in front of us. 

There are a few parts of the book 
that are condensed to make the movie 
flow smoother, but it doesn’t take 
away from the overall effect of see- 
ing Harry Potter and his world final- 
ly come to life. Also, I picked up up 
on many things that will make the 
movie enjoyable and understandable 
even for people who haven’t read the 
book. 

The Harry Potter books are a sta- 
ple in my collection and I suspect I 
will continue to read them for quite a 
while, but the movie now has a spe- 
cial place in my heart too. 

It’s wonderful to see Harry’s 
adventures on the big screen, and 
since I have read each of the books 
eight times or so, | am sure I will see 
the movie even more. 

Now that I’m finally done count- 
ing down the days until Nov. 16, I 
can start counting down until next 
year when the second movie, “Harry 
Potter and the Chamber of Secrets” is 
released. 


love more. But I will admit though 
acting, it’s somebody else’s brain- 
child, and I’m sort of helping them 
flesh it out.” 

With music, the multi-talented 
star says, “There’s a special satisfac- 
tion to being the brains behind the 
operation.” 

Lately, Black is easy to find both 
in theaters and at concerts. 

Black’s new movie “Shallow 
Hal” co-stars Gwyneth Paltrow. The 
movie is a light-hearted comedy 
about beauty coming from within. 
This is the actor’s first leading role in 
his 10-year career. It is refreshing to 
see this average-looking guy as the 
leading man. Black broke through in 
Hollywood with his hilarious perfor- 
mance as Barry the CD clerk in the 
film “High Fidelity” starring John 
Cusak. 

Also, Black is singing and jam- 
ming with his partner Kyle Gass in 
their comedy and folk-rock duo 
Tenacious D. Black claims his band 
is the “greatest band on earth,” and 
he describes it as “the Smothers 
Brothers for Dungeon and Dragon 
misfits.” 
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“Harry Potter and the Sorcerers Stone” hit theaters Nov. 16. 


Jack Black 1s a jack of all trades 


TENACIOUS D 


Photos courtesy of Epic Records and Fox Movies 


Tenacious D is Jack Black’s band while “Shallow Hal” is his new 


movie in theaters now. 


Whatever you call it, his band 
has achieved a cult following and has 
been getting much mainstream cov- 
erage. Although what should one 
expect when you see a Tenacious D 
show? 

“To see two guys rocking harder 
then humanly possible,” Black said. 
“Prepare to get your panties in a bun- 
dle, because there’s a lot of love on 
stage. It’s like, ‘Wait a second-those 


are f—-in legends from television’ 


and now they’re here in person? I can 
hardly handle it! My brain’s going to 
explode!’ Will there be sketches? I 
dunno. Sometimes, yeah. It’s a grab 
bag. We do some of our favorite cov- 
ers and our original stuff.” 

Black is now working on a possi- 
ble film with his girlfriend, comedian 
Laura Kitlinger, and is on a current 
tour with Tenacious D. 


cette ke shed 


Photo Courtesy of Warner Bros. 


Night of 
music to 
benefit NECC 
music club 


Local bands will be 
performing to benefit 
the NECC music club at 
an evening of new 
music at the Sad Cafe in 
Plaistow, N.H., Nov. 23. 

The concert will start 
at 6 p.m. and features a 
full night of bands, 
most featuring NECC 
students. The Sad Cafe 
is an all ages venue 
located on Rte 125, 
right after Cumberland 
Farms. 

For more informa- 
tion and _ directions 
check out www.thesad- 
cafe.com. 
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Healthy goalie and 
strong lines are 
reasons to bé excited 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
_ Contributing Reporter 


With the Boston Bruins out- 
shooting their opponents 675 -.451 


and just two points out of first place 


in the Northeast Division, could this 
be the year New England fans will 
not be disappointed? 

Goaltender Byron Dafoe is 


__ healthy and ranks third in the NHL 


for save percentage of .918 and goals 
against average of 1.83, and the 
Bruins top line of Joe Thorton, Sergi 
Samsonov, and Martin Lapointe have 
22 goals between them and a com- 
bined total of 57 points. 

Head Coach Robbie Ftorek, in a 
press conference on NESN, after 
Nov. 13, 5-3 win over the Montreal 
Canadiens said, “They’ve played 
very well for us and produced very 
well for us.” 

Forwards Brian Rolston, 8 goals 
assists, and Glenn Murray, 9 
goals and 6 assists, add 15 points a 
piece. 

So, when can Bruins fans start to 

get excited? How about right now. 

~The team is healthy and they are 
playing good, physical games. Did 
we really expect for the Bruins to 
win every single night? We knew the 
Bruins would eventually lose and 
lose big, like in the 5-1 loss at home 
against expansion team Columbus 
Blue Jackets on Nov. 10. 

Overall this season the Bruins are 

10-5-3-2 with a record of 8-2-0-2 on 


5 On5— 
basketball 


tournament 


NECC held a Five on Five tour- 
nament, Friday, Nov. 16, at the 
Sports and Fitness Center on 
campus. 


Winners of the Five on Five 
Basketball Tournament are 
Team “Just Do It.” From left to 
right: Laurence Lawrence, 
Manny Lara, Angel Alba, Jeff 
Barbuto. Bottom: Walter Reyes 
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Finally, a reason to get 
out the Bruins 


photo courtesy Boston Bruins 


Center Joe Thorton has scored 22 points so far this season 


home ice, for a total of 25 points, 
only Toronto is ahead of them with 
27 points. They lead the league in 
penalty-killing, opening the season 
by successfully defending 32 short- 
handed situations. 

New England fans are used to 
this, start off fresh and strong, and 
then end slow and weak. I don’t 
believe it’ll happen this year. I 
believe the Bruins are going to the 


post season. They have a great roster 
with good strong veterans, only one 
rookie, Nick Boynton, currently on 
the roster. They have proved they are 
not afraid to shoot the puck at the net 
or afraid to put a body into the 
boards. As long as this Bruins team 
can stay healthy, they will go to the 
post season, not on a fluke last 
minute comeback, but as one of the 
dominating teams of the NHL. 


Student Corey Pebler 
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Hard work pays 
off for student 


By JAMIE Roy 
Sports Editor 


Corey Pebler was born Nov. 
25, 1981 in Wakefield and has 
always loved sports. This is his 
second semester at NECC as gen- 
eral studies major but concentrates 
on graphic design. 

Pebler became interested in 
sports through his parents encour- 
agement. He has been playing 
baseball since he was 6, basketball 
since 8 or 9, and football, as a 
wide receiver and safety, four 
years in high school. He has two 
brothers, 13 and 18, who both play 


He is the co-captin of the 
NECC baseball team and also 
plays on the basketball team. He 
said, “Basketball is a fast moving 
game, | like it because it’s a sport 
that I can practice by myself.” 

Pebler plans to transfer to 
Keene State to play baseball. He 
said, “I like NECC, the sports pro- 
gram is a good start to prove your- 
self to other schools”. 

When asked what his motto in 
life is he said, “Always work hard, 
because you'll never know what'll 
happen. Hard work pays off.” 

But sorry girls his heart 
belongs to his high school sweat 
heart, Dana. 


baseball and football. 


New England Sports Corner 


Patriots: For the first time in 51 days, Drew Bledsoe was 
cleared to play football. Now the only question that remains is 
when. Bledsoe joined his team of doctors at a press confer- 
ence at Massachusetts General Hospital on Tuesday and they 
announced that the former Pro Bowler could return to full- 
time duty. Patriots team physician Dr. Bertram Zarins, joined 
by Dr. David Berger, who treated Bledsoe at the time of his 
injury, and Dr. Andrew Warshaw, the chief of surgery at Mass. 
General, opened the proceedings by simply stating Bledsoe 
could return. 

Red Sox Executive Vice President and General Manager 
Dan Duquette said the club is looking for another starting 
pitcher and two outfielders as it prepares for the 2002 season. 
Duquette said that Nomar Garciaparra, Pedro Martinez and 
Jason Varitek were all making progress in their off season 
conditioning and rehabilitation programs. Carl Everett’s right 
knee is also fine, according to Duquette, who said all players 
were on track to report to Spring Training on time and healthy 

Bruins are pleased to once again partner with Big Brother 
of Greater Boston in the Tickets for Kids program. This pro- 
gram. allows season ticket holders to donate tickets that would 
otherwise go unused to Big Brother and receive a tax- 
deductible receipt for the face value of the ticket. 

Celtics walked past the Pacers 101-93 on Wednesday 
night as Antoine Walker dominated the game. Walker scored 
24 points, grabbed 18 rebounds and dished out nine assists to 
spur the Celts. Paul Pierce led Boston with 31 points and 
rookie Joe Johnson had 22 points, eight boards and six assists. 


*A1l information is taken from offical team Web sites. 
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Lockhart reaches 
out, spends time 
with music fans 


Boston Pops conductor treats Haverhill - 
campus with concert to benefit student 
scholarships and the campus Building Fund 


By CATHLEEN GABLE 
Contributing Reporter 


eith Lockhart and the 

Beacon Brass Quintet per- 

formed at the Sport and 
Fitness Center on the Haverhill cam- 
pus Nov. 6. 

Maestro Lockhart narrated an 
evening of music, recreating the his- 
tory of the turn-of-the century band. 
These bands captivated the country 
and much of the world as they made 
the transition from military marching 
bands to becoming a main source of 
entertainment for young and old, 
alike. 

The works of concert giants 
Patrick Gilmore, Henry Fillmore and 
John Philip Sousa (The March King), 
were among those represented in the 
concert. 

“These program selections have 
always been patriotic in nature, given 
the basic repertoire of the com- 
posers,” Lockhart said. “We’ve 
noticed a greater response to the 
material since Sept. 11. Of course, 
we’re pleased to see a reawakening 
to patriotism all around.” 

“Did you know John Philip 
Sousa died while conducting Stars 
and Stripes, Forever?” Lockhart 
asked. “I think of that rather omi- 
nously whenever we perform it with 
the Pops. It gives me a scare each and 
every time that flag unfurls.” 

Lockhart continued throughout 


the evening with equally interesting 
anecdotes, told with genuine warmth, 
enthusiasm, and mastery of the sub- 


ject. The Beacon Brass Quintet con- 


sisted of two trumpets, trombone, 
tuba and French horn. They filled the 
Fitness Center with a sound so rich 
and full it was hard to believe there 
were only five instruments. 

At the reception preceding the 
concert, more than 100 people gath- 
ered to greet Lockhart, have pho- 
tographs taken and programs auto- 
graphed. Lockhart was gracious and 
enthusiastic, spending several min- 
utes with each guest. 

“This is what being part of the 
music community is all about,” he 
said. “Being able to reach out and 
spend time with people who really 
appreciate music, the arts in general. 
It’s crucial to remember their impor- 
tance, especially in the learning, aca- 
demic environment.” 

The NECC Foundation hosted 
this event as a fundraiser for student 
scholarships and the Building Fund. 

“We are so pleased to have such 
a great turn-out for this event,” said 
Byron J. Matthews, board of trustees 
president. “He [Lockhart] receives 
almost 400 invitations to perform 
every year, and he only accepts four 
or five. We’re very lucky he’s chosen 
Northern Essex 2 years in a row. We 
couldn’t be happier, really.” 

“Last . year we raised over 
$20,000. Tonight looks like we may 
surpass that amount, Plus, this is an 


Lockhart mingles with the crowd, 


campus concert. 


all around fun time for everyone 
from NECC to get together and have 
a wonderful evening of entertain- 
ment, and for such a good cause,” 
Matthews said. 

“Final numbers have yet to be 
calculated, but we know over 500 
people attended this event,” said Jean 
Poth, director of the institutional 
advancement department. “The com- 
munity response has been tremen- 
dous. Local sponsors contributed 
$17,000 in addition to ticket sales we 
probably raised close to $30,000. 
That’s before expenses have been 
deducted.” 

Last year the state matched the 


sponsor donation figure. Poth added-_ 
she hopefully anticipates the same . 


generosity is extended this year. 


Pete Edgerly photo 
taking time to sign programs and talk with the people who attended the 


‘ 


All smiles: Lockhart and Vice President of Institutional Advancement 
. Jean Poth are pleased with the success of the fundraising event. 


